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factor: only one hundred and fifty kilometres
separated Teruel from the coast. On the Madrid
front a break-through of fifteen kilometres might
have been decisive. Every hold-up in industry,
transport, or food supply might be fatal. Further-
more, the peasants themselves were anything but
keen upon those experiments which had been tried
here and there ; there was a lack of intellectuals ;
there was no point in offending the lower middle
classes, which in Spain were in any case revolution-
ary by tradition ; finally, active intervention on
England's part against a Soviet Spain would have
spelt the end.

If one wished to dabble in historical hypotheses,
it might be possible to maintain that a revolutionary
course of events would have been feasible in Spain,
if Fascism had been definitely overthrown during
the first weeks. It may be that the great Powers,
confronted by a. fait accompli, would no more have
ventured to intervene than when confronted by the
faits accomplis of the Fascist revolutions. But such a
victory over an organized army would only have
been possible, if, over and above revolutionary
enthusiasm, we had also had at our disposal other
weapons than those with which we were supplied
by Mexico during those first months. In other
words, it would only have been possible if the Soviet
Union had come to the aid of the Republic with